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ment, in case he spoke freely of Roman policy as a
system ?

Hence it is that Josephus shuffles so miserably when
attempting to assign the cause or causes of the war. Four
different causes he assigns in different places, not one of
which is other than itself an effect from higher causes, and
a mere symptom of the convulsions working below. For
instance, the obstinate withdrawal of the daily sacrifice
offered for Csesar, which is one of the causes alleged, could
not have occurred until the real and deep-seated causes of
that war had operated on the general temper for some time.
It was a public insult to Eome: would have occasioned a
demand for explanation; would have been revoked ; the
immediate author punished ; and all would have subsided
into a personal affair, had it not been supported by extensive
combinations below the siirface, which could no longer be
suppressed. Into them we are not going to enter. We wish
only to fix attention upon the ignorance of Josephus, whether
unaffected in this instance, or assumed for the sake of dis-
guising truths unacceptable to Kornan ears.

This question of itself has much to do with the origin of
the Essenes.

Secondly, "Who were those Bicarii or swordsmen of whom
Josephus talks so much during the latter years of Jerusalem 1
Can any man believe so monstrous a fable as this : viz. that
not one, but thousands of men were confederated for purposes
of murder ; 2<%, of murder not interested in its own success,
murder not directed against any known determinate objects,
but murder indiscriminate, secret, objectless, what a lawyer
might call homicidium vagumj Sdtyj that this confederacy
should subsist for years, should levy war, should entrench
itself in fortresses ; 4thly (which is more incomprehensible
than all the rest), should talk and harangue in the spirit of
sublime martyrdom to some holy interest; Sthly, should
breathe the same spirit into women and little children ; and,
finally, that all, with one accord, rather than submit to
foreign conquest, should choose to die in one hour, from the
oldest to the youngest 1 Such a tale, in. its outset, in the
preliminary confederation, is a tale of ogres and ogresses, not
of human creatures trained under a Divine law to a